
Grade 2 Music – April 27-May 1 
 
Hi Grade 2s!  We will be learning about the instruments of the orchestra of the 
next few weeks.  Read this information with your family and finish the pages. 
 
The Orchestra 
An orchestra is a group of musicians playing instruments together. They 
usually play classical music. A large orchestra is sometimes called a 
"symphony orchestra" and a small orchestra is called a "chamber 
orchestra". A symphony orchestra may have 60 to 100 players, while a 
chamber orchestra may have 30 or 40 players.  
 
The Conductor 
The orchestra is directed by a conductor. This is the person who stands in 
the front and waves a stick (baton).  He/she helps the players to play 
together, to get the right balance so that everything can be heard 
clearly, and to help the orchestra to play with the same kind of feeling 
and follow the beat.  
 
The Families of Instruments 
The instruments of the orchestra are divided into families.  
the strings, woodwind, brass and percussion. Each section (group of 
instruments) will have a player who is the “principal” and will make 
decisions about ways of playing the music:  

For example, the principal of the string sections will make sure all 
the players move their bows up and down in the same direction.  

 
The String Family 
There are 4 main string instruments in the orchestra.  Violins, violas, 
cellos, and basses.  The violins are divided into two groups, first and 
second violins. The first violins usually have the melody.  The principal of 
the first violins is also the Concertmaster of the orchestra. The 
concertmaster helps to tune the orchestra before the conductor starts 
the music. 
The harp and piano are only sometimes found in the orchestra. 
There are many string instruments that are not in the orchestra, like 
the guitar, ukulele, banjo, and mandolin. 



	

	
	

The String Family

1. When the strings of the violin are plucked, what is it called? _______________

2. How are the strings of the harp played? ______________________________

3. What are the strings of the violin, viola, cello and double bass usually played 
with? _________________________________________________________

violin

viola cello double bass

harp

A common ensemble for string instruments is the string quartet. A string quartet is made up 
of two violins, a viola, and a cello. It is called a quartet because there are four instruments.  

The instruments in the string family all have strings. They have a beautiful wooden body that 
makes the sound of the strings louder. 

The violin, viola, cello and double bass are played with a bow. When a bow is pulled across the 
strings, the sound is made. When the strings of these instruments are plucked, it is called 
pizzicato. 

The harp is played by strumming the strings. The guitar’s strings can be strummed or plucked. 
The violin, viola, cello and double bass are found in the symphony orchestra. The harp and 
the guitar are sometimes used in the orchestra. The double bass and electric bass guitar are 
sometimes used in the concert band. 



The String Family

The double bass is so tall that you must stand up 
or sit on a high stool to play it. It is often taller 
than the person who plays it!

The violin, like the other members of the string 
family, has strings. Sound can be made by plucking 
the strings or by drawing a bow across them.

The viola looks just like the violin, but it is a 
little larger and plays notes that are a little 
lower.

The cello is so big that you must rest it on the 
floor to play it. It has a rich mellow voice. 

The bow is a stick with horsehair stretched from end 
to end. When sticky rosin is rubbed onto the horsehair, 
the bow catches on the strings of the instrument 
making them vibrate.

Write the names of the instruments on the lines next to each picture.

The harp is also a stringed instrument, but it is not 
always found in the orchestra. The strings of the harp 
are strummed and make a beautiful sound.



	

___________ Family

Instrument Families
Name each instrument and the instrument family.

_____________ _____________

_____________

_____________

_____________ _____________


